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Thank you to all of the 
families who have com-
pleted the Annual Parent 
Survey. As you know, today 
was the last day to com-

plete the survey. Next week we 
will begin examining the feed-
back that you have provided us 
about the school and develop-
ing plans to address the high-
lights of the survey. The results 
will be presented to the Board 
of Directors at their next meet-
ing on Tuesday, 13 May. We 
greatly appreciate you taking 
the time to complete the sur-
vey.   

Spring is always a busy time of 
year both in and out of the 
classroom. For the oldest stu-
dents in our school, the 12th 

Graders, they are facing their 
IB exams in two weeks. 
These exams are a culmina-
tion of their work done over 
their high school careers and 
the determining factor for 
their university admissions. 
We wish them well and 
much success. At the same 
time, many of the younger 
students in the elementary 
school are working hard at 
preparing this year's musical 
production. Save the evening 
of Thursday, 29 May, for 
"Cinders." An upcoming 
event for our middle school 
students will be the annual 
Middle School Showcase. 
The showcase will be pre-
sented on Tuesday, 20 May, 
and will feature students and 
their work in music, lan-

guages, English and social 
studies. Come join us for an 
interesting evening of middle 
school academics.   

We, like many schools in this 
digital age, have a "virtual 
le a r n in g e n vi r o n m e n t " 
through which we deliver 
course content, communicate 
with students and parents 
and post assignments. As a 
parent of a secondary student 
you can gain access to that 
environment with your own 
password and login. Many 
parents have already signed 
up and if you would like to 
join us in the AISR "virtual 
learning environment" called 
Studywiz, come in to see our 

American International  
School of Rotterdam 

Elementary Principal’s Message 

Next Thursday night, April 24, 
we will celebrate “Creative Arts 
Night”. The 12th edition of the 
Young Authors Book will be 
given out on that evening. The 
Cover Competition winners 
were announced on Wednes-
day, April 2. 

Marianne Meyers (Grade 5) 
won the prize for the front 

cover. Victoria Carrillo (Pre-
K2U) won the prize for the 
back cover. The pictures 
were all of a very high stan-
dard and it was very difficult 
for the judges to choose the 
winner! We will ask for do-
nations and the proceeds will 
once again go to the Ronald 
McDonald House for Chil-

dren. The program for the eve-
ning will be as follows: 

6:30 -6:50  :    

Make your own  I c e - C r e a m 
Sundae 

Visit the Art Exhibition 

Pick up your copy of the Young 
Authors Book 

6:50 - 7:10 :    

Music/Songs -Grades 3, 4 & 5 

7:10 - 7:50 :    

Young Author Stories 

7:50 - 8:00 :    

Band Presentation 

Upcoming Events: 

April 24 Elementary Creative Arts Night 

April 26 PROM 

April 30—May 4 Ascension Weekend 

May 3 SAT I Exams 

May 5– 22 IB Exams 

May 9 Middle School Fun Night 

May 18 AISR Spring Fair / JUMP-Fun Walk/Run 
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IT Coordinator, Phil Krumrei, and 
he will get you set up. 

Parents of middle and high school 
students can expect the last quar-
ter's Progress Reports in the mail 
right after the Queen's Birthday. 
The reports will be mailed on Tues-
day, 29 April. 

Lastly, a reminder for those of you 
who will be leaving AISR and Rot-
terdam at the end of this school 
year, please let us know if you have-
n't already done so. We will need 
time to prepare you son / daugh-
ter's records and files so you can 
have them when school is finished 
on the 6th of June.  

Brian Atkins, Director 
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Louisa created this  study 
as part of her IB Exhibi-
tion, this April. Watercol-
our was applied with pas-
tels used to emphasis to-
nal qualities .The art work 

shows a collection of volleyball  players with 
their coach. 

IB Visual Arts is a 2 year course exploring  a  vari-
ety of techniques and applications. This study  was 
created using a variety of mediums. The works aim 
to  illustrate  exploration of ideas appropriate to the 
visual arts, and a good understanding of the rela-
tionship between concept, media and technical ex-
pression 

Artist of the Month 

Sports Dates: 
April 19  Track & Field @ Antwerp 

April 22  Softball & Girls Soccer @ AIS 

May 8 Softball & Girls Soccer @ AIS  

Artist:         Louisa  
Medium:   Water  colour and pastel crayon 



We welcomed another new student on 
Monday: 

Gabriella English has come to us from 
Sydney, Australia and has joined Ms. 
Sherritt and Ms. Simeone’s Grade 2 
Class.  

We hope that she will enjoy her stay at 
AISR.  

Ms. Peterson has this to say about her 
students: ( see below)  

Have a wonderful week-end,   

Anne-Marie Blitz,  

Elementary Principal      

Elementary Principal Message Cont’d 

with their latest work being pub-
lished in the Young Authors book.  
As a group, the children illustrated 
the cover for our class and we were 
inspired by an unusual event that 
happened while Ms. Peterson was 
riding her bike to school one day. A 
ladybug came to school riding on 
her bike. The ladybug traveled all 
the way from Prinsenlaan to school 
and then rode all the way home 
again. Some children thought she 
was too tired to fly and others 
thought she needed to come to 
school because she wanted to see 
the children.  

Everyone has a special interest and 
Matthew knows about construction. 
He has shown us his skill in build-
ing really, really big constructions. 
Matthew says, “I’m going to teach 
everyone how to make things that 
don’t fall down. You have to make 
them low, and not too high. I have 
been practicing to learn that be-
cause I build and build and it was 
always falling down. One day I put 
cellotape on construction it worked 
for a bit but it made it look not quite 
right. So I tried and tried and I put 
the biggest blocks down first and 
then the small round ones on top. It 
made a castle, that’s my house!” 

Shuto loves trains he paints them, 

he builds them with recycled boxes, 
he makes trains out of Lego, out of 
the waffles blocks and out of paper. 
The paper trains need cutting to size 
and he is very careful with his cut-
ting. With the box trains there are 
lots of circles, rectangles and 
squares.  

When the class was talking about 
colors and shapes we all learned a 
cool song about rainbows. We made 
our own dancing ribbons and now we 
know all the colors of the rainbow. 
Louise loves the colors violet and 
indigo and she goes home to teach 
mum, dad and her brother Christo-
pher the song. Actually Louise is the 
teacher in all her games at home 
now.  

Colors are everywhere you look and 
painting with color is fun. Many art-
ists are famous because they paint 
with lots of color and Shiv learnt that 
Van Gogh liked to paint with lots of 
color, during our trip up to Amster-
dam to the Vincent Van Gogh Mu-
seum. Van Gogh sometimes tricked 
the viewer of his paintings by putting 
a color in that was not true. He was 
very tricky. He put a bit of red into 
his sunflower painting. Shiv’s favor-
ite painting is the potato eaters be-
cause of the green light. Moe paints 
magnificent self-portraits just like 

In Pre K One we are keeping a child 
centered perspective on learning. As 
you might have gathered when you 
walk around the school, Pre K One 
is different - different in a great 
way! This is because of the way we 
do what it is we do.  Listening is the 
key, the teachers listen, the children 
listen, and we listen to each other. 
We share our ideas, our stories and 
our thoughts. We share thoughts on 
how the classroom should look, 
where our office should be, where 
the ballet studio should be.   

Since our last issue we have wel-
comed Ms. Gema and Ms. Cath-
erine to our class. At first, things 
were a little different for everyone. 
But the children managed to show 
them just how we organize our 
class. Everyone m ade fr iends 
quickly and got down to business. 
Ms Peterson is very proud of the 
children’s efforts and of being such 
good ambassadors for the school. 

We also had Alp Alptekin join our 
class and he was the recipient of the 
Citizenship Award. He received this 
because every morning Alp comes 
in and greets all his teachers and 
friends with a smile on his face, 
which makes everyone else smile 
for the rest of the day!!  

Pre K One students are accom-
plished authors and illustrators, 
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Our next issue of The Shark 
will come out on May 9th.   

If you would like to submit  
an art icle, classif ied ad, 
etc. please submit them to 
Charity O’Neill-O’Kane by 
5PM on Tuesday, May 6th.  

Email all articles and  

photos to : 

aisrwebmaster@gmail.com 



Counselor’s Corner 

Van Gogh.  

During gathering, after we have read 
all our names, said good morning 
and asked how everyone is doing, 
the children have fun with rhyming. 
Our storybooks are jam-packed with 
rhyming words. The children no-
ticed that our mat has rhyming 
words too. Pre K has many favorite 
storybooks and one of them is Do 
Whacky Do! The clown and the chil-
dren at the end of the story dance 
together. They dance differently 
from Sage who goes to ballet.  

There is a ballet studio in our class, 
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a 6th grade buddy, visit four classes 
in the day and participate in a ques-
tion and answer session at the end 
of the two days. Some of the 6th 
graders will form a panel to try and 
answer questions and help them 
through the process. This is the fifth 
year that we have had the 5th grad-
ers attend this Transition Day and 
they do look forward to the experi-
ence! Parents of 5th grade students 
will be receiving a letter from me 
very soon that gives more details 
about this special day.   

I will also be meeting with the 8th 
grade class before the end of the 
year to talk about Transition to 
High School. They will get informa-
tion about the Four Year Plan - an 
academic plan that they will follow 
in high school. They will learn the 
terminology that becomes impor-
tant in high school  - credits, tran-
scripts, requirements for gradua-
tion and so on. As well, we will have 
a group of four 9th graders on a 
student panel to answer questions 
like "What do I know now, that I 
wish I had known last year at this 

Transition time 
is upon us! It 
hardly seems 

possible that the year is almost 
over. For those of you who have a 
child in 12th grade this year, you 
will see them begin the transition 
from high school to college begin-
ning with their high school gradua-
tion on May 31st. Now is the time to 
remember all the many things that 
they did in the past 12+ years as 
they have attended school.  

Even though there is transition 
every year when a child goes into a 
new grade, perhaps two of the most 
important ones are the transitions 
from Elementary School to Middle 
School, and from Middle School to 
High School. On Tuesday and 
Wednesday (May 6 and 7), students 
in grade 5 will visit Middle School 
classes for a day.  I will be talking 
with the 5th grade students at the 
end of April, and if they are any-
thing like the previous classes, I 
know that they will excited about 
being in the Middle School next 
year. Each child will be assigned to 

time?" and "How is High School 
different from Middle School?" 

In the early fall, we will plan to have 
two meetings for parents based on 
the same information that students 
will be receiving in the next couple 
of weeks. Part of the reason for 
waiting until the fall is to give you a 
chance to begin the process of tran-
sition with your child in the begin-
ning of the new school year. That 
way when we meet you will have a 
better a point of context in terms of 
what they are actually doing in 
school.  We will also have a parent 
panel made up of some of this year's 
parents of 6th grade students at the 
MS meeting, who will share their 
experiences as their children went 
through this important transition 
this year. (What do I know now that 
I wish I had known a year ago!!?) It 
will also give you a chance to meet 
and welcome the parents of new 
students who will be joining AISR.  

It is a pleasure to work with your 
children! 

Ruth Lopez, Counselor 

r.lopez@aisr.nl

 
From Our Classrooms Cont’d  

with costumes, a barre and mirror 
to do the 5 positions you need to 
learn.  The girls love this and the 
boys have tried to join in because 
they know boys can dance too. J ust 
like in the Nutcracker. Aryaa likes 
to listen to the music composed by 
Tchaikovsky. He can hear a flute 
and the violins.  But the boys are 
too busy sometimes in the office 
and painting to join the girls all the 
time. No problem! Everyone gets 
along with everyone most of the 
time. 

Aryaa has always been interested 
in cars and keys and he is in the 

process of building his own car out of 
recycled boxes. Most of the morning 
is spent piecing it together. He has 
had a lot of help from Kiichi, Sage 
and Roman. They are all learning to 
work together negotiating on what 
needs to go where and who can do 
what.  

Last week we spent some of our 
morning cooking. Everyone got a 
chance to cook.  We have cooked lem-
onade scones, banana toast and pan-
cakes. Over the coming weeks we will 
continue to cook. A great song we 
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laughter, 

Find out w hat’s the m atter, find out 
what they’re after. 

But tell them that you love them , every 
single night. 

And though you scold them , be sure to 
hold them, 

Tell them , “Every thing’s all right; To-
morrow’s looking bright.” 

Take a moment to listen today, 

To w hat your children are try ing to 
say. 

Listen today, whatever you do, 

And they w ill com e back w hatever you 
do. 

(Author Unknown) 

Hope you are well and looking forward 
to the remaining few months of this 
first year with Pre K-One. 

Tania Peterson,  

have learned is the ‘5 Currant Bun 
Song’. This is where we learn to take 
turns and do simple subtraction.  

Things are certainly busy for the pre 
K one class. With the change of 
weather we intend to spend a lot 
more time outside blowing bubbles 
and making our own garden. We can 
tell you all about that another time. 
So to finish off here we, as a class, 
would like to leave you with this 
poem we found:  

Take a moment to listen today, 

To w hat your children are try ing to 
say. 

Listen today, whatever you do, 

Or they w on’t be there to listen to 
you. 

Listen to their problem s, listen to 
their needs, 

Praise their sm allest trium phs, 
praise their smallest deeds. 

Tolerate their chatter, enjoy their 

From Our Classrooms Cont’d  
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AISR Student picked as 
a finalist at the BBC 

Writing awards   

I'd just like to share with you that 
Kim and her family and I spent 

the whole day in Utrecht last Sat-
urday at the BBC Awards. As 
stated in the last Shark, Kim's 

essay on, "History is like a light 
bulb" was picked as one of the six 

finalists out of 80 to go to the 
finals.  She had already given a 
speech, at another session, but 

did not get further with that, even 
though, to my mind, she made a 
really good job of it.  This is an 
example of a student who can 

really put herself out to represent 
AISR, and even though she did 
not get selected as a winner or a 
runner up this time, her essay 

was read out and AISR was put 
on the map for the entire day.  
The commentator for the day 
was famous Dutch TV news 
reader,  Aldith Hunkar, who 

stated quite rightly, that every 
one of the students picked to 

speak and to be essay finalists for 
the day were actually winners 

already.  A former student of our 
school, Heidi Aho, gave an intro-
ductory speech as last year's run-

ner up and stated that her in-
volvement in the competi-
tion had helped her to get 

into Cambridge. 
All finalists got a book token 

and a poetry maker.  

Way to go Kim!  When you 
have a moment, stop by and 
have a look at the impres-
sive program for the day. 

Don't forget to congratulate 
her when you see her!  

These are the moments that 
make a teacher happy and 

proud! 

by Lynda Boot 

Kim  at the BBC Writing Awards 



 
Mr. Shipman in the AISR library or 
at s.shipman@aisr.nl.   

At our most recent PTSA General 
meeting on 9 April those in atten-
dance voted on how to allocate the 
funds raised this year by the PTSA.  
We are pleased to report that of all 
the items submitted by staff and 
parents for the “wish list”, we were 
able to successfully fund all but one 
suggestion.  The following is a list of 
the approved funding:   

1000 euro for the High School 
Scholarship Fund for 2008-09   

850 euro for playground storage 
and improvements   

750 euro for the printing of the 
2009 Young Author Books   

60 0 eu r o for r ad io m icro-
phones/ new drum pads for school 
performances   

300 euro for refurnishing the High 
School lounge   

275 euro for Middle School 
“House” t-shirts   

250 euro for a second-hand 
washer/dryer   

Finally, preparations are ongoing 
for the last big event of the year, our 
4th Annual Fun Run/ Walk and 
Spring Fair on Sunday, 18 May.  
Warm-up for the Fun Run will be-
gin at 10:45 in the school play- 

The final numbers are in from this 
year’s Annual Diner Dance.  144 
guests attended the festivities, and 
the evening’s auction and raffle 
raised 3624 euro for the school.  
Thanks again to all who partici-
pated in any way.   

The recent Bag2School fundraiser 
was a huge success, with 1012 kilos 
of clothing and accessories col-
lected.  Details of the amount of 
money raised for the charity 
Bhav4India will be reported in a 
later edition of the Shark.  Our sin-
cere thanks to all who donated 
items for this worthy cause!   

The PTSA Outreach Committee is 
once again organizing a soup-
serving trip to the Havenzicht 
homeless shelter on Tuesday, 22 
April.  Thanks to the 7th grade and 
HS students, teachers and parents 
who will prepare and serve soup to 
the residents of Havenzicht…it is a 
service that is greatly appreciated!  
A reminder also that Outreach is 
still collecting small toiletries (soap, 
shampoo, etc.) for Havenzicht. If 
you have any you’d like to contrib-
ute, please drop them off in the 
nurse’s office.   

The Elementary Creative Arts Eve-
ning will take place next Thursday, 
24 April.  The PTSA will be dishing 
out free ice cream for the students, 
so please come out and join us for 
this wonderful event.     

Mr. Shipman has asked the PTSA 
to seek out those interested in a 
parent “field trip” to the Rotterdam 
city library.  The Rotterdam library 
includes a selection of books in 29 
different languages and as such can 
be particularly useful to ESL stu-
dents who wish to read in their na-
tive language.  If you are interested 
in this opportunity, please contact 

PTSA Update  
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Annual AISR Spring Fair 

Sunday 18 May 2008 

12.00-3.00pm 

An Afternoon of fun for the 
whole family. 

Food: Come and taste interna-
tional foods cooked by our own 

AISR families –  American, 
Asian, Indian, Japanese,  Israeli 

and Korean. 

Beverages: There will be a bar 
with soft drinks, beer and wine. 

Children’s Activities: Bouncy 
castle and obstacle course, Face 
painting, Tombola, Lucky Dip, 

games and more. 

Mini Market: Polish Pottery, 
Indian clothing and accessories, 

handmade crafts and jewelry, 
and cards for all occasions.  

Hope to see you there! 



 
A Note from Global Issue Network Club  
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group power point presenta-
tions by 11th grade and the indi-
vidual talks given by 12th grad-
ers really gave an insight into 
what CAS means to these stu-
den ts.  Th is was really 
"Creativity, Action and Service" 
at its best.  The evening was also 
heavily attended by parents and 
other high school students, keen 
to find out more about how the 

CAS Showcase Night this year 
was very well attended. In the 
Spirit of CAS it was also decided 
to hold the "One Stop Drop". This 
was an arrangement whereby the 
AISR Community could drop off 
books and clothes up to the time 
of the CAS evening.  Thanks to 
the work of Autumn Harris and 
the mighty, mighty 5th grade 
(J unior CAS Class), the last of the 
books were parceled up and put 
into the READ TO GROW van on 
that evening. Let's not also forget 
the work of the fabulous 7th 
grade, who helped with the main 
packing up of the boxes.  You can 
see them in a photo near to this 
article.  They were such a great 
help, it was fantastic! For more 
information about this charity, 
please consult the website 
<www.readtogrow.nl>The next 
day, over 1,000 kilos of clothes 
were collected and this raised just 
over € 300 for Bhavana Shukla's 
charity which will ensure that 
children in India get help with 
their education. Please see more 
information about her charity by 
c o n s u l t i n g t h e w e b s i t e 
<www.bhav4india.com>   

All of this work in upper elemen-
tary school and middle school 
just goes to show that by the time 
it comes to being in high school 
helping others is just second na-
ture to students of AISR!  The 

CAS program works.  They certainly did 
not have a wasted evening.  A talk by 
Andrew, a student of Political Science 
from the Cameroon, just added to our 
continuing desire to commit to sending 
books to READ TO GROW, as he ex-
plained just what good the books could 
do to the aspiring students there. CAS 
Night just keeps on getting better and 
better every year. 

Lynda Boot, CAS  Advisor 

A Note from C.A.S.   
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Junior CAS get their diplomas 

12th grade gets their CAS Diplomas 

5th graders load the READ to GROW van 

http://www.readtogrow.nl>The
http://www.bhav4india.com>


 
ground, with the run getting un-
derway at 11:00 . This year PTSA 
Outreach will once again be rais-
ing money for J UMP (formerly 
the Kinderhartenfonds) through 
registration fees and sponsor-
ship.  Please see the attached 
forms for further details.    

The Spring Fair will follow im-
mediately after the conclusion of 
the Fun Run, and will include 
international food booths, a 
mini-market of AISR vendors, 
and games and activities for chil-
dren.  Please see the attached 
flyer for further details.  The Brit-
ish Booth will once again be hold-
ing a “Tombola”-a type of raffle 
where we hope to have lots of 
small prizes to be won.  We 
would be very grateful for any 
d on a t ion s su ch a s: sm a ll 
toys/ games; ornaments; bath 
products; candles; any unwanted 
gifts/ items suitable for older chil-
dren/ adults; bottles: anything 
from wine to bubble bath! The 
items should be in good condi-
tion, complete, and small enough 
to fit on a tabletop.  All donations 
can be sent into school and will 
be collected from the front office.  
For any questions please contact 
Gaynor Ball @ 0634546905. 

For anyone interested in running 
a food booth or vendor’s table or 
volunteering in any way, please 
contact Maureen Province at 
4 9 8 - 0 2 4 6 o r p r o v -
tron@juno.com. We hope to have 
another great turnout for this 
important and fun-filled after-
noon.  As always, thanks for your 
support and participation!      

PTSA Cont’d  

Page 9 TH E SH AR K 

AISR Fun Run/Walk 

Sunday 18 May 2008  

In support of JUMP - 

The children’s division of the National Heart Foundation of the Netherlands   

Same Day Registration Opens: 10:15 a.m. 

Warm Up:  10:45 a.m. 

Official Start Time:  11:00 a.m., just before the AISR Spring Fair  

Location: Start and finish at AISR 

Routes:  3.25 or 1.5 km well marked, marshaled routes through  

the Lage Bergse Bos  

Registration: 

Sponsorship & registration forms are available at the front office, attached to 
the Shark and on the AISR website. 

Adults: 5 euro, Children: 3 euro, Family: 15 euro. 

Pre-registration preferred!  

Please hand in forms and payment by Wednesday, May 14th to the front office.   

Prizes: 

*Finisher medals will be awarded to all students who com-
plete the race! 

*The first parent over the line will receive a special prize. 

*A gift certificate will be awarded to the participant who 
collects the highest amount of sponsorship money.    

Refreshments will be available to all at the finish!  



  
Middle School Honor Roll 

Sarah Anderson  Highest Honors 8 

Mert Gunes  Highest Honors 8 

Allen Shaw  Highest Honors 8 

Loes van Dam  Highest Honors 8 

Sian Houlder  Highest Honors 7 

Klaus Shipman  Highest Honors 7 

Eleanor Griffin  Highest Honors 6 

Glara Kim  Highest Honors 6 

Shalabh Shukla  Highest Honors 6 

Thomas Traas  Highest Honors 6 

David van der Knaap Highest Honors 6   

Kelsey Boyles  High Honors 8 

Jyona Jacobs  High Honors 8 

Dong Ju Kang  High Honors 8 

Emil Ragnarsson  High Honors 8 

Yinka Alexandre  High Honors 7 

Toni Kastell  High Honors 7 

Tsugumi Kimura  High Honors 7 

D'mitri Manivanh High Honors 7 

Jae Hoon Moon  High Honors 7 

Jan Zubowski  High Honors 7 

Rebecca Baldinelli High Honors 6 

Lili Bernhardt  High Honors 6 

Anne-Smith Blanton High Honors 6 

Wei Ling Wang  High Honors 6  

Jack Finley  Honors  7 

Brooke Hettler  Honors  7 

Andrei Kasten  Honors  6 

William O'Dwyer Honors  6 

Sarah Tuohy  Honors  6    

High School Honor Roll 

Marianela Lara  Highest Honors 9 

Janissa Jacobs  Highest Honors 12 

Brooke Holland  Highest Honors 11 

Jeet Pramanik  Highest Honors 11 

Kim van Adrichem Highest Honors 11 

Jonathan Yang  Highest Honors 11 

Maria Veronica Lara Highest Honors 10 

Shannon O'Dwyer Highest Honors 10 

Jakub Romaszewski Highest Honors 10 

Alexandra Anderson Highest Honors 9 

Peter Holleman  Highest Honors 12 

Zhiyu Tian  Highest Honors 10   

Matthew Jarvis  High Honors  10 

Winston McBride High Honors 12 

YuBin Park  High Honors 11 

Rosa Pukkala  High Honors 10 

J.R. Riddick  High Honors 10 

Yoruk Bahceli  High Honors 9 

Thea Haggerty  High Honors 9 

Michael Houlder  High Honors 9 

Artem Kharitonov High Honors 11   

William Arbelo  Honors  10 

Michael O'Dwyer Honors  9 

Kalli Holland  Honors  9 

Heather Shaw  Honors  9 

Ha-Eun Choi  Honors  9 

Bilal Yesiloglu  Honors  10 

Ashley Marin  Honors  10 

Yufei Chen  Honors  10       

Exceptional Achievements 
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