
From the Director 

American International  
School of Rotterdam 

A
M

E
R

I
C

A
N

 
I

N
T

E
R

N
A

T
I

O
N

A
L 

S
C

H
O

O
L 

O
F

 
R

O
T

T
E

R
D

A
M

 
The Shark 

April 3rd, 2009 

Thank you to the PTSA for another very successful Dinner Dance and Auction. The night was a 
huge success from all perspectives, whether it was the number of people on the dance floor, the 
active bidding on auction items or the overall atmosphere of the evening – a good time was had 
by all. 

Those of you who were at the Dinner Dance will have learned that evening that the famous visi-
tor to AISR this May will be J ane Good all. J ane Goodall is one of the leading primatologists in 
the world and a giant in the field of animal behavior. Ms Goodall has devoted her life to the 
study of chimpanzees but in the last twenty-eight years has also focused on science education 
through “Roots and Shoots” programs around the world. These Roots and Shoots provide a plat-
form for students to learn and take action relative to environmental issues around the world. 
Among other things, Ms Goodall will be spending time at AISR with our Roots and Shoots stu-
dents talking about their projects and their ideas. If you’re setting time aside on your calendar, 
mark Saturday, 9 May at 11:00 AM to be in the gym when Ms Goodall will address the wider 
school community. 

Another program that will be coming to fruition soon at AISR is a project with the Erasmiaans 
Gymnasium, Holland’s oldest and most respected gymnasium. In August, a handful of students 
from Erasmiaans will be joining our IB English year one class. The program is intended to pro-
vide our students with a few classmates who will bring different perspective to the literature be-
ing discussed as well as providing another bridge into the Dutch community. For Erasmiaans 
students, they will be provided with a study of literature, in English, at a level significantly be-
yond what is offered to them at the gymnasium. We are quite eager to start this program that 
will benefit both school’s students. 

Earlier this week, you should have received an e-mail from me asking you to fill out our annual 
Parent Survey. If for some reason you did not receive that e-mail, please contact our office and 
we will work out the best way to provide access to the survey for you. 

I know that all of you have turned your clocks ahead one hour, now it is time to double check 
your school calendar for next week. Next Tuesday, 7 April, is our next early dismissal day. This 
day is being used for our continued work on the self-study portion of the school’s accreditation 
process.  

Are you ready for some more coffee? Mr. Gamble, the in-coming Director for AISR, and his fam-
ily will be here next week to begin to get better  acquainted with AISR and the Rotterdam area. 
There will be a welcome coffee Tuesday morning, 7 April, at 8:30 AM for Mr. Gamble. This is an 
open coffee for any AISR parent to greet Mr. Gamble before he joins the community full-time 
next August. Please take this opportunity to join that morning.  

Enjoy the upcoming holiday break and take advantage of spring in Europe. We’ll see you back in 
school on Monday, 20 April. 

Brian Atkins, Director  
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Elementary Principal Message 

TH E SH AR K 

We welcomed two new students to 
the Elementary School–  Pranitha 
came in to the Pre-K 1 class –  she 
originally comes from India but has 
lived in The Netherlands. ChaeHyeon 
joined Grade 1. ChaeHyeon comes 
from Korea. We welcome both stu-
dents and hope that they will have a 
very happy and successful time at 
AISR. 

I was very disappointed that I missed 
the Dinner Dance on March 21. Un-
fortunately the flu bug caught up with 
me. I understand that it was a very 
successful evening –  everybody 
seemed to have had a wonderful time. 

During that same weekend, many of 
the Elementary teachers were attend-
ing conferences. The Early Childhood 
Department went to Brussels for the 
ECIS Early Childhood Conference. 
The teachers attended many work-

shops but were particularly inter-
ested in: “The Numeracy Project”, 
especially since we will be taking a 
close look at Math next year in our 
curriculum review; “Creating inclu-
sivity” - ESL students in the main-
stream; Reggio Emilia Philisophy 
of Early Childhood education and 
Jenny Mosley, who has inspired 
many of the COR values we have 
now at AISR. Several other teach-
ers traveled to Bucharest where the 
annual CEESA Conference took 
place. The interest at this confer-
ence focused on Differentiation, 
Six Traits Writing and Learning 
Styles with the brain in mind. At 
the next Elementary Meeting, the 
teachers will be giving feedback 
regarding the workshops they at-
tended. 

Hopefully this beautiful weather 

keeps up and that you all have a very 
enjoyable Easter vacation. 

I look forward to seeing you back at 
school, safe and sound on Monday 
April 20 

Anne-Marie Blitz,  

Elementary Principal 

Upcoming Events: 

2-Apr.  Girls Soccer/Softball at home vs 
ISA 

6-Apr.  IB Cas/Visual Art Night 

7-Apr.  Early Dismissal 11:30 a.m. 

10-17 Apr.  Spring Break 

25-Apr.  Track & Field Meet @ AIS 

25-Apr.  HS Prom 

28-Apr.  Girls Soccer/Softball @ ISA 

29-Apr.  Book Fair 

30-Apr.  Queens Day - NO SCHOOL 
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Our Classrooms: Pre-Kindergarten 2 
dle him and he talked to us all 
the time, especially when he 
wanted hay.  

If you haven’t noticed, winter is 
gone and spring has arrived!  We 
know this by what we see, hear 
and feel on the playground view 
outside from the classroom win-
dows.  We were so eager for 
spring to arrive that we went 
searching for signs in late Febru-

ary.  Our very own schoolyard revealed 
clues to us that winter was almost over 
and spring was on its way.  We found 
crocus, budding leaves, old leaves that 
were turning to dirt, and we didn’t 
need our mittens or leggings when we 
went outside because it’s beginning to 
get warmer.  The moms in our class-
room had a spring party for us and it 
was really exciting to find spring treas-
ure by using a treasure map.  We also 
had a picnic on the carpet in our class 
with lots of spring goodies.  To prepare 

for the 
spring 
outside, 
we planted 
seeds and 
flowers to 
put on our 
window-
sills for 
everyone 
to enjoy.  
We 
learned 
about new 

babies being born in spring and went 
on a trip to a petting farm in Kralingen 

to see 
more signs 
of spring. 

Everyday 
is a new 
adventure 
for us in 
Pre-
kindergar-
ten and we 
look for-

ward to discovering our world with 
wonder and curiosity.    

Ryutaryo, Alp, and Shiv discover new 
buds on the cherry tree in the Japa-
nese garden.  

Aryaa and Sage plant flowers tog-
hether    

The Pre-Kindergarten children in 
Ms. E and Mrs. Harris’ class have 
been very busy this quarter learning 
how to pretend with their friends and 
about the living world around them.  
The IPC Pretend Unit gave us many 
new ideas to help us learn about pre-
tending, acting, costumes, voice, and 
even imagination.  We spent lots of 
time role-playing in the classroom 
and chose our favorite fairy tales to 
pretend or act out for our families.  
We spent many fun hours gathering 
and making props, 
practicing the stories, 
and finally performing 
in front of an audi-
ence.  We felt proud 
when they clapped for 
us and enjoyed it so 
much that we continue 
to pretend in the class-
room and on the play-
ground everyday by 
creating games or 
imagining that Ms. 
Swamp has returned 
to AISR and taken some of the items 
we discover missing or broken in the 
classroom.    

At the end of February 
we were sad to part 
ways with Bruce, the 
school’s guinea pig. He 
went to visit Kinder-
garten. It was our turn 
to take care of him. He 
taught us to be respon-
sible for our pets. The 
children loved to cud-

PTSA May Meeting. The general 

PTSA meeting will be held Thursday 

May 7th at 9am in the cafeteria. We 

will be wrapping up details for the 

Creative Arts Night, Fun Run and 

Staff Appreciation and Farewell 

Lunch. See you then!  
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From Our Classrooms: IB Art 

TH E SH AR K 

Here is a collection of four studies from our  IB art group 
who graduate this year.  Studies were exhibited and exam-
ined  on the 9th of April. Here you can see a broad  field 
of  personal interest from  a view of Russian culture 
,fashion & beauty, surrealism  retake and  contemporary 
pop art. 
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Counselor’s Corner 

TH E SH AR K 

Twelfth grade students will be taking 
IB exams starting in early May and 
will complete the classwork to earn 
either IB certificates or the IB Di-
ploma.  

Students in grades eight through 
eleven have received their sign up 
forms for classes for next year as well 
as information about the classes. 
Please take a look at their forms with 
them and if you have any questions 
about the classes, feel free to contact 
me or the teachers. You will need to 
sign the form as well and I am asking 
that these forms be returned to me 
by Monday, April 6th.  

Time will go quickly in this next 
quarter. Don't forget to let us know if 
you will be leaving so that we can 
begin the process of preparing re-
cords for your next school. 

The final quarter of this school year 
has begun. We are now entering the 
period where the word transition 
pops up again. Life is a series of tran-
sitions and the end of another school 
year is just one. If you are staying at 
AISR, your children may begin think-
ing not only about what next year's 
class may be like but also who will be 
absent from that class, as many of 
our friends will be moving on in 
June. If you are one of the many who 
is moving on to a new place, there is 
still time to make memories here with 
your friends and help your child be-
come more comfortable with the 
move to come. Take it one day at a 
time!  

We will celebrate the graduation in 
early June of eight of our students. 
All have been receiving acceptances 
to universities in the US, UK and 
Holland. One of our students will be 
going to China to study the language 
for a six-month period of time. Oth-
ers will be beginning studies that will 
lead to careers in logistics and plan-
ning, pre-med studies, international 
business and management, hotel 
management, drama and theatre, and 
industrial bioengineering. The transi-
tions that these students will make in 
the next few years will be great as 
they move from being teenagers to 
being young adults entering the work 
force. In the next few weeks, I will list 
the student's names and where they 
will be attending university.  

Report Cards came out for all stu-
dents last Friday along with the ISA 
testing results for students in grade 
3-9. Encourage your children to con-
tinue their studies at a high level for 
the last quarter.  

 

Rotterdam Bowl  

We are able to get a 30% discount from the artist who makes the 
"Rotterdam Bowl". In order to get the discount we have to order 10 bowls 
or more. The low or high bowl would cost 45.50 Euros compared to 65 
Euros. The open cut bowl would cost 57.50 Euros compared to 82 Euros. 
This would make a nice souvenir of Rotterdam to give as a gift or to buy 
for yourself.  If you are interested please contact Barbara Sultan at barsul-
tan@gmail.com. Email me your name, bowl wanted and 1st, 2nd, and 3rd 
color choice. Cash Only! Please look at the artists website for more infor-
mation www.heksenvuur.nl. All orders have to be given to the artist on the 
17th of April so that they can be ready quickly. So don't delay! 

Much more to come! 

Ruth Lopez 

MS/HS Counselor 

Alison Lipp 

Elem. Counselor 

 

AISR’s Golden Rules  

Show RESPECT for others 
Be CARING towards others 

Show RESPONSIBILITY with all of 
your actions 

COOPERATE with others at all 
times 

Show TOLERANCE in your actions 
towards others 

Be HONEST, tell the truth at all 
times 

Show APPRECIATION for AISR 
BELIEVE in yourself 

http://www.heksenvuur.nl
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From the Athletic Department 

TH E SH AR K 

  
Athlete of the Week 

March 23rd—27th    

Sarah is a member of our Sharks 
swimming team who does not have 
much experience as a swimmer, but 

exemplifies what is best about our ath-
letic program, a focus on participation 
and effort.  Sarah wakes up early for 

our 7AM practices, swims for an hour 
and has shown great improvement in a 
sport that is difficult to master.  Sarah 
is a perfect reminder to other athletes 
that participation and a positive atti-

tude are most important in sports. Way 
to go, Sarah!  

NECIS Swimming 

The Sharks swimming team trav-
eled to Uppsala, Sweden this past 
weekend to compete in their sea-
son-ending NECIS swim meet. 
Accompanying coaches Patrick 
O’Kane and Murray Fulton were 
21 of AISR’s most dedicated ath-
letes. During the past three 
months, these students woke up 
early for swim practice before 
school began. Also on the trip 
were 15 parents who kept our 
sharks motivated with their en-
couragement at poolside. 

Although we were the smallest 
team in attendance, you would 
never have guessed it from the 
results. Of our 21 swimmers, 16 
made at least one final event 
(finishing in the top six of their 
age group). Felix made perhaps 
the biggest splash by winning two 
gold and three silver medals. He 
also managed to set a new NECIS 
record in the 100 meter freestyle. 
Close behind his performance 
came Shun, Issy, Loes, Ryo, Alex, 
and Brenna who came home with 
multiple medals. 

Loes and Ryo were joined by Jan 
in what quickly became a total 
revision of the AISR record 
charts. Between the three of 
them, 12 new AISR swimming 
records were set. Way to go guys. 

Some of the most impressive per-
formances of the weekend were 
not recognized with any awards 
or fanfare. Several of our swim-
mers had never competed in a 
swim meet prior to this weekend. 
Some had only recently started to 
swim competitively. Sometimes, 
just diving in and finishing a race 
is quite an accomplishment. You 
guys (and gals) are to be com-
mended for your efforts. 

When our sharks were out of the 
water, they also found some time 
to tour the downtown area of Upp-
sala. In spite of the near freezing 
temperatures (and some slippery 
conditions), the swimmers got a 
feel for the city and saw the im-
pressive Uppsala Cathedral. As 
they began to tire of the walking, 
some of our younger swimmers 
were treated to piggy-back rides by 
Nikita. Nick proved to be a valu-
able asset to the group as he kept 
Yuri, Luca, Tomer, Olie, Shun, and 
Mariah smiling with his songs and 
general upbeat attitude. 

As we finish this season, our sharks 
are already setting their sights on 
next year’s competition. Although 
this year’s accomplishments will be 
hard to match, many of our swim-
mers have vowed to continue 
swimming throughout the year to 
improve their strokes and condi-
tioning. Good luck to all of you. 

Patrick O’Kane   
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Curriculum Update 

TH E SH AR K 

Curriculum Update 
The next several editions of the curricu-
lum section will focus on an increas-
ingly important area of the curriculum 
–  Science –  and how you can support 
your child’s learning about Science at 
home. This first article will highlight 
what to expect at the Preschool level in 
the area of Science and is excerpted 
from Diana Townsend-Butterworth. 

Learn Trough Play 

Why is the grass green? Why don't tur-
tles have teeth? Why is the sea salty? 
Science is our attempt to understand 
the things we see — to make sense of 
the world around us. Scientific concepts 
are a way of explaining to ourselves and 
to our children how the world works. 
Science shows children the intercon-
nections of life and teaches them that 
the things they observe are not just 
haphazard events. 

Preschool teachers take advantage of 
children's innate curiosity about the 
world. They pull Science out of the en-
vironment and make it part of daily 
experience. Preschoolers find science in 
trips to the park and the playground, 
and in water and sand play, making 
fruit salad, rolling toys down a ramp, 
and building with blocks. Science is 
based on curiosity, and teachers rein-
force children's inherent curiosity 
through discussion. Talking is key, be-
cause it helps children internalize their 
observations and start to do the kind of 
higher-level thinking that enables them 
to begin to see the big picture. They 
begin to understand the scientific 
method, learning how to develop hy-
potheses, design ways to test them, re-
cord and compare data. Through explo-
ration and discussion, preschoolers 
learn that science is part of their lives — 
and that it's a lot of fun! 

Science at Home 

You can do Science at home too! Here 
are some opportunities: 

You don't have to be Einstein to 
enjoy science with your child. 
Science is all around you. Get 
into a playful, curious mode of 
being; look around, say, "I won-
der why…” and join your child in 
the process of discovery.  

Show your child science is im-
portant to you. Share the science 
section of the newspaper. Watch 
television science and nature 
programs together and discuss 
them.  

Encourage your child's natural 
curiosity. Respond to her ques-
tions by suggesting experiments 
to test her hypotheses. Look for 
answers together in books and 
on the Internet.  

When you walk your child to 
school, or go to the park, be on 
the lookout for interesting things 
— the rocks near the sidewalk, 
the leaves on the trees, the 
clouds in the sky — and point 
them out. Talk together about 
the ducks migrating south and 
the squirrels preparing for win-
ter.  

Encourage your child to help you 
in the kitchen by finding ingredi-
ents, and weighing and measur-
ing them.  

When you recycle bottles and 
cans, ask your child to help put 
them into categories. Involve 
him in sorting the laundry and 
the silverware, and putting it 
away in its proper place.  

Turn the bathtub into a physics 
lab. Give your child a variety of 
objects to play with in the bath-
tub so she can find out whether 
they float. Note the level of the 
water before she gets in the tub 
and after she is in. Point out the 
difference and say, "I wonder 
where all that water came from?"  

Provide your child with simple 
toys or safe objects, like a clock 
or flashlight, to take apart and 
find out how they work.  

Play games together. Marbles 
are a great way to learn about 
mass and velocity.  

Remember it's always okay to say, 
"I don't know. Let's find out." 
That’s what scientists do!  

Questions about Curriculum? 
Don’t hesitate to contact Alison 
Lipp, Curriculum Coordinator, at 
a.lipp@aisr.nl.  

From the PTSA 

Thank you to the Unilever 
Families   

The AISR PTSA would like to thank 
the many Unilever families who 

contributed to a basket of Unilever 
products that was one of our coveted 

raffle prizes for the evening. The 
families of Unilever have made this 
contribution in past years as well, 
but due to an error on our part, the 
thank you notice was inadvertently 
cut from the program. We sincerely 

apologize for this error.  
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Rotterdam Youth Symposium 

TH E SH AR K 

Rotterdam Mini Youth Symposium on 
Diversity, Human Rights and Leadership, 
26-28 March, 2009  

Last Thursday, Friday and Saturday, 
Won Young and Alan, again went on the 
diplomacy tour and rubbed shoulders 
with university students, holding their 
own and making AISR proud of their 
considerable talents for International 
Relations. They had the honor and pleas-
ure of meeting Jesse Jackson and Malai 
Joya, a women's rights activist in Af-
ghanistan. This is a first for Rotterdam 
and it was organized in connection with 
the Afghanistan Conference in the 
Hague.   

The Program  
The Mini Youth Symposium is organized 
during three days in the City of Rotter-
dam and the City of The Hague.  
Each day emphasizes a specific topic 
although the three main topics will be 
discussed during the whole period  

of the symposium.  
26th March 2009  
(Registration with coffee and tea starts at 
09.00 am)  
10.00 am – 18.00 pm  
Venue: Your Space @ Hilton Hotel Rot-
terdam  
Main topic: Diversity 

 

Program consists of: opening ceremony, 
plenary sessions with keynote speakers, 
working groups sessions.  
27th March 2009  
(Registration starts at 08.30 am with 
coffee and tea– busses leave to The 
Hague at 09.30)  
10.00 am – 18.00 pm  
Venues: The city of The Hague  
Embassies of Suriname, United States, 
Canada, Hungary, South Africa  
Ministry of Foreign Affairs  
Main Topic: Human Rights 

 

Program consists of: Visits the Human 
Rights Ambassador and Embassies men-
tioned above, plenary  
presentations, a special human rights 

case, working groups.  
28th March 2009  
(Registration with coffee and tea starts 
at 09.00 am)  
10.00 am – 14.00pm  
Venue: Your Space @ Hilton Hotel 
Rotterdam  
Main topic: Youth Leadership 

 

Program consists of: Special meeting 
and forum with inspiring human rights 
heroes, development of a plan of  
action, closing statement and closing 
ceremony.  
Special international guests: Jesse 
Jackson sr. ( United States) and Mala-
lai Joya (Afghanistan)  
The participants 

 

50 international Young people (from 
international schools in The Nether-
lands but also from countries abroad)  
and 50 young people from the Nether-
lands are invited to participate in this 
mini youth symposium on Diversity,  
Human Rights and Leadership.   

PTSA Postings 
Interested in a fun, challenging role? 
As the school year is in the last stretch, 
the PTSA begins looking ahead and plan-
ning for next year. The PTSA board is a 
vital part of the school and we hope you 
will consider being a part of it next year. 
There are many different positions avail-
able to suite your likes or talents such as 
President, Vice President, Secretary, 
Treasurer, Public Relations, Outreach, 
etc. Please feel free to contact any one of 
us if you are interested. We look forward 
to talking and sharing our experiences 
with you.   

Mark Your Calendars!  
This year's annual Fun Run and Spring 
Fair will be Sunday May 17th. Calling all 
parents! In past years, the PTSA has 
sponsored a Spring Fair for the kids and 
parents on the school grounds immedi-
ately following the Fun Run. Volunteers 
set up food booths featuring delicious 
treats from their home countries for sale 

to hungry Fun Run participants. The 
PTSA supplies the paper goods and co-
ordinates the booth setup. Those who 
make the food are reimbursed for their 
ingredients, and any profits from the 
sales benefit the school through the 
PTSA. The PTSA sells drinks. Our Brit-
ish parents have also run a tombola 
booth for the kids which has been very 
popular. Our wonderful volunteers from 
last year's booth have moved, so we need 
some new parents to step into their shoes 
if we want the tombola this year. Please 
contact Marla Baldinelli at dbaldi-
nelli@msn.com or by phone at 010-842-
5738 if you are interested in being a food 
vendor at this event, help with the drinks 
booth, or if you would like to volunteer 
for the tombola booth.   

2009 Dinner Dance and Silent Auction 
Recap  
First and foremost, the PTSA would like 
to thank everyone who supported the 

AISR Annual Dinner Dance and Silent 
Auction, either by attending and bidding 
on our wonderful silent auction items, by 
buying raffle tickets, by donating items 
for the auction or raffle, or by helping us 
with the many tasks involved in putting 
on this event. This year, we had perhaps 
our largest number of parents, staff, and 
friends of AISR attend. We hope all of 
you had a wonderful time.   

Those of you who were able to attend 
heard us express our thanks to some of 
the people who played a special role. In 
particular, we want to again acknowl-
edge our fantastic emcee for the evening, 
Sev Simeone. He helped tremendously 
in keeping our audience informed and, 
above all, entertained. Our tireless DJ 
Rudd Temminck and his right hand man 
for the evening, Ryo Abe, also did a 
great job keeping the dance floor filled. 
Thanks so much—we couldn’t have 
done it without you!  

Do you have pictures from the Dinner Dance you would like 
to share? If so, please forward them to ptsa@aisr.nl
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CAS 

TH E SH AR K 

 A CAS Activity  

Read to grow books by Won-Young 
and Zhiyu  

A couple of months ago, AISR sent a 
great amount of books to the Read To 
Grow organization. Read To Grow 
organization’s philosophy is to teach 
people in the developing countries 
and help them to get out of the vi-
cious circle of poverty and illiteracy.  
Read to Grow achieves this philoso-
phy by supporting projects with high 
quality books. 

To support this organization, Mrs. 
Boot, 10th grades and her CAS class 
devoted themselves for a week to 
pack English, French and Spanish 
books in the newly developed storage 
book room on the third floor. 

Now, there will be another collection 
of books around this time in which 
World Book Day is celebrated. As you 
read this Shark, there are already 
boxes in the front lobby and outside 
the library to collect any books you 
no longer need.  Please read the arti-
cle about CAS Night and teh One 
Stop Drop for further information 
about which books to bring. CAS 
Showcase Night on April 6 be-
tween 5 p.m. and 8.30 p.m. 

This is the most important evening of 
the year for the CAS Program.  It is 
like a necessary part of CAS for the 
students to present what they have 
done over the last two years.  Juniors 

will also be presenting as a practice 
for next year.  The students will also 
reflect on what they did and how 
important it was in their lives. There 
will also be TOK speeches on view 
on DVD, and we may have some of 
these for purchase to help future 
students with their speeches.  There 
are also still some UN Day 2008 
CD's for sale and the money for 
these will be added to the money 
that we have have already raised for 
the "Gehandicapten Sports Fonds". 

There is also the opportunity to sup-
port the READ TO GROW and the 
BAG2SCHOOL organizations for two 
weeks before and ending on the night 
of the CAS Presentations.  Last year, it 
was called the “One Stop Drop” night.  
In this article, you can see how you 
can help. Thanks so much for all those 
who have been giving support by 
sending in money for boxes or bring-
ing in your books and placing  them in 
the boxes provided in the lobby and 
outside the library, and clothes in the 
bags which have been sent home.  You 
may still sponsor the cost of the boxes 
in which to pack the books for READ 
TO GROW. Here’s what  you can con-
tribute.  

Sponsor 1 book box - €1.50 

Sponsor 2 book boxes - €2.50 

Sponsor 5 book boxes - €5.00 

Sponsor 10 book boxes - €10.00 

If you wish to contribute, please send 
an envelope into the office, labeled 
with your name and the amount of 
boxes you wish to sponsor. Please use 
the above prices as a guideline. 

Members of the Read to Grow organi-
zation will be at AISR just after CAS 
Night to collect and take away the 
books. In addition to collecting books 
for a good cause, the PTSA Outreach 
group and the CAS department are 
also sponsoring the 
"Bag2School" Program. Soon, each 
family will be given a bag to fill with 
clean clothes, shoes, belts and bed-

ding that is still of good quality. If 
you lose your bag, or have too much 
stuff, just use regular garbage bags. 
These items are then resold in areas 
like Eastern Europe for money and 
the school gets back that money. 
The bags will be placed next to the 
boxes for books, in the main lobby 
of the school and outside the library. 

The CAS students will clear the stuff 
away on a daily basis to keep the 
areas tidy and to consolidate the 
goods and the books. The PTSA Out-
reach group has voted to give the 
money from "Bag2School" to sup-
port a cause run by AISR parent, 
Mrs, Bhavana Shukla, whose chil-
dren were at AISR last year.  Since 
then, the family has now moved to 
Singapore, but has regular contact 
with many of us. Please see her web-
site at < Bhav4India.com> to see 
how she raises money and aware-
ness to try to overcome poverty in 
India. Good luck to Mrs. Shukla in 
all her future endeavors, and I hope 
that the AISR parents will have fun 
clearing out their wardrobes and 
making a lot of money for 
Mrs.Shukla's charity. 

The last night for collection will also 
be on April 6 at the CAS Showcase 
“One Stop Drop" to take place 
on CAS Showcase Night, April 6, 
2009, 17.00-20.30. This message is 
for all families at AISR who may be 
undertaking a clear out of their 
wardrobes and bookshelves, either 
because they are moving or because 
they need more space! Starting on 
March 25, there will be boxes put 
around the school for you to drop off 
those unwanted, but precious books 
for Read to 
Grow.<http://www.readtogrow.eu/
> They may be in English, French or 
Spanish, and, for any age. Even 
magazines in a set, and still in good 
shape will be acceptable. 

Dutch books are also collected to 
send to Suriname, but the rest of the 
books go to English, French and 
Spanish speaking areas all over the 

http://www.readtogrow.eu/
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world and are used for all ages. The 
boxes will be present until April 6, so 
if you don't effect your clear out imme-
diately, then don't worry, you still have 
the time. 

This year, the Read to Grow organiza-
tion has asked us at AISR to consider 
collecting some money to help pay for 
the shipping costs, which are other-
wise covered by Read to Grow. I sug-
gest an entirely voluntary sponsor pro-

gram for the book boxes as list above. 
Having the double bonus of books and 
clothes, shoes, belts and bedding 
makes it really a ONE STOP DROP, 
and it is hoped that this will facilitate 
the collection of a lot of things for 
charity. 

Let's not forget CAS Showcase Night 
on April 6, 2009 from 5 p.m. until 
about 8.30 p.m. This year, for the first 
time ever, you will be able to get a 
sneak preview of the IB artshow dur-
ing the evening, along with 11th and 
12th grade. This evening should be of 
interest to all Middle and High School 
parents and students who will go 
through the CAS program in the fu-
ture. Remember, CAS is not only a 
part of the IB Diploma, it is also a 
graduation requirement from AISR! 

Parents and students from the ele-
mentary and middle school are also 
most welcome to come and find out 
more about this interesting aspect of 
the IB Program.  There will be this 
and much more, plus the ONE STOP 
DROP on CAS Night, that's MON-
DAY, 

APRIL 6, 2009 from 17.00-20.30. 

BE THERE OR BE SQUARE. 

Model UN 
Haileybury Model United Nations, 
March 20-22, 2009 
by Lynda Boot  

The 7 team members who embarked 
on the journey of diplomacy, merging 
resolutions and high level interna-
tional talks were: 
Kim (Ambassador) 
Alan (Security Council) 
Dong Hi  and Won Taek (Human 
Rights) 
Won Young (Political) 
Yiming (Disarmament) 
Zhiyu (Ecology and Environment)  

The students were accompanied by 
Lynda Boot and Luisa Mackinnon. 
On the first day, they had to take 
their prepared resolutions and go to 
their separate committees to try to 
lobby for ten signatures.  Won Young 
and Kim got the ten signatures, and 
both attempted to merge their resolu-
tions with other countries to make 
their resolutions stronger.  
Unfortunately, WonYoung's merging 
partners were a bit slow off the mark 
and could not agree quickly enough 

to get it to the table in time. Our 
team was representing Indonesia.  
Kim merged with two other coun-
tries and her resolution got brought 
forward to the general assemblies list 
of resolutions to deal with.  Alas, due 
to time restrictions of the weekend, it 
did not come to discussion, but nev-
ertheless, it was really very good.  All 
students had to stand up and give a 
one minute speech to their commit-
tees.  In this case, all speeches were 
excellently delivered, and explained 
well. Indonesia's viewpoints about 
certain aspects of world life and 
events. Yiming must be especially 
mentioned as giving a 
clearly audible and confi-
dent speech, a force to be 
reckoned with.  Zhiyu was 
extremely persuasive in 
the lobbying, and one 
would almost think that he 
was already in marketing!  
Dong Hi and Won Taek 
took on a committee to-
gether and were using such 
good English that other 
students thought they had 

been attending AISR for at least 5 
years already.  Alan had a some-
what lonelier task with fewer dele-
gates in the Security Council.  It 
was extremely heated discussion 
that took place in there and teach-
ers were not even allowed in to take 
photographs.  Our spies told us that 
Alan was pretty good at maintain-
ing a high level of discussions and 
was well-versed in the topics at 
hand.The setting of the beautiful 
and historic Haileybury School was 
perfect and it was a weekend not to 
forget. 
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The Elementary Fun Night, Friday April 3, 2009    

Dear Parents of AISR Elementary students, Grades 2-5,    

WHERE:  American International School of Rotterdam 
WHEN: Friday, April 3, 2009 
TIME: 3.00-5.00 p.m. 
PRICE: €6.00 (includes one free guess for number of Easter eggs in the jar)  

** PARENTS WILL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR PICKING UP THEIR CHILDREN PROMPTLY AT 5 PM.  THERE WILL BE 
NO SCHOOL BUSES AVAILABLE**  

Sincerely,  

The High School Student Council  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________  

(Please send this slip and the money to school in an envelope addressed to Mrs Boot)  

I allow my child _______________________ from Grade _________________ to attend the Elementary School Fun Night.  

I am aware that I am responsible for my child's/ children's transportation. 
I enclose €6 per child for the costs.   

Parent's signa-

The High School Student Council is planning to hold another Elementary School Fun Night on Friday, April 3.  There will be a variety of 
fun activities that will proceed  during the course of this afternoon.  The night will be begin with an entertaining movie appropriate fro the 
students and snacks and drinks will be provide. On top of that, there will be the Grand Easter Egg Guessing Competition for the number of 
eggs in a HUGE GLASS JAR, which will also be open to the whole school next week,  The winners will be made known on Thursday, 
April 9, just before spring break.  In the case of a draw, the huge number of eggs will be shared.  Only Mr. Lychak, who facilitated us with 
this magnificent prize, knows how many eggs are in there.  

This will be a school wide competition, but elementary students will get a head start on it!  
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Grade Name  Honors Status 

6 Isobel  Highest Honors 

6 Lara  Highest Honors 

6 Maria  Highest Honors 

6 Ryan  Highest Honors 

6 Yebin  Highest Honors 

6 Alejandro High Honors 

6 Alexander High Honors 

6 Marianne High Honors 

6 Maurits  High Honors 

6 Chloe  Honors 

6 John  Honors 

6 Julian  Honors 

7 Glara  Highest Honors 

7 Nicholas Highest Honors 

7 So Young Highest Honors 

7 Vegard  Highest Honors 

7 Andrei  High Honors 

7 Niko  High Honors 

7 Rebecca High Honors 

7 Thomas  High Honors 

8 Brooke  Honors 

8 Ryo  High Honors 

8 Hun Ji  Highest Honors 

8 Jack  Highest Honors 

8 Jan  Highest Honors 

8 Klaus  Highest Honors 

8 Sian  Highest Honors 

8 Toni  Highest Honors 

8 Yinka  Highest Honors 

9 Dong Ju High Honors 

9 Alexandra Highest Honors 

9 Loes  Highest Honors 

10 Ashley  High Honors 

10 Ha Eun (Julie)  High Honors 

10 Michael  High Honors 

10 Marianela Highest Honors 

10 Yiming  Highest Honors 

11 Anne Nicole High Honors 

11 Brenna  High Honors 

11 Matthew High Honors 

11 William  High Honors 

11 Yu Jin  High Honors 

11 Zhiyu  High Honors 

11 Jakub  Highest Honors 

11 Stephen Highest Honors 

11 Veronica Highest Honors 

11 Won-Young Highest Honors 

12 Artem  Honors 

12 Autumn Honors 

12 Yu Bin  Honors 

12 Nastassja High Honors 

12 Brooke  Highest Honors 

12 Jeet  Highest Honors 

12 Jonathan Highest Honors 

12 Kim  Highest Honors 
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30 March 

Cucumber/ Carrot 
sticks 

Italian pasta with 

Bolognese sauce 

Fruit yogurt or fruit 

(Cheesesauce for vege-
tarians)   

31 March   

Swedish Meatballs in 
sauce 

Mashed potato and 
Broccoli 

Fruit or Yoghurt 

(Spring Roll for vege-
tariens) 

1   

Chicken Fillet Teriyaki 

Steamed Rice 

Broccoli 

Fruit or Yoghurt 

(Spring Roll for vege-
tariens) 

2   

Fish Sticks 

Steamed Rice  Green 
Beans 

Fruit 

(Cheese Roll for vege-
tarians) 

3   

Cheese Burger 

Potato Slices 

Sweet Corn 

Fruit or Yoghurt 

(Vegie Burger for 
vegetarians)   

6 

Cucumber/ Carrot 
Sticks 

Penne Pasta Carbonara 
sauce 

Fruit yogurt or Fruit 

(Cheese sauce for 
vegetarians)   

7       

Half Day         

8   

Kebab Stick (pork) 

Peas and Carrots 

Rice 

Mousse or Fruit 

(Cheese Roll for vege-
tarians)      

9   

Grill Chicken Burger 

Dutch Fries/Corn 

Banana 

(Vegie Burger for 
vegetarians)   

10      

Spring Vacation 

13  

Spring Vacation       

14  

Spring Vacation 

15  

Spring Vacation   

16    

Spring Vacation   

17    

Spring Vacation 

20 

Spaghetti Pasta with 
Napoli sauce 

Cucumber/Carrot 
sticks 

Fruit Yogurt or Fruit 

(Cheese sauce for 
vegetarians)   

21   

Chicken Wings/ 

Mex. Rice 

Peas and Carrots 

Pudding or Fruit 

(Vega roll for vegetari-
ans) 

22   

Meatballs (beef) 

Mashed Potatoes/ 
Gravy and Carrots 

Yoghurt or Fruit 

(Vega roll for vegetari-
ans) 

23 

Fish Sticks 

Sliced Baked Potato 

Green Beans 

Fruit 

(Cheese soufle for 
vegetarians)     

24 

Domino Pizza 

Pepperoni or Mozza-
rella 

Cucumber and Carrots 
sticks 

 Fruit 

(Mozzarella for vege-
tarians) 

27 

Italian Pasta with 
Bolognese sauce 

Cucumber/Carrot 
sticks 

Fruit Yoghurt or Fruit 

(Cheese sauce for 
vegetarians)  

28   

Chicken Wings 

Baked Rice 

Green Beans 

Pudding or Fruit 

(Spring roll for vege-
tarians)   

29   

Tortilla Beef or Veggie 

Mixed Salad/Tomato 

Potato Rolls 

Nachos 

Fresh Fruit 

30     

NO SCHOOL 

(QUEEN’S DAY)   

1 May   

Grill Chicken Burger 

Dutch Fries/Corn 

Fruit or Ice Cream 

(Vegie Burger for 
vegetarians)     




